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A Grand Chorus: Explored the role of the origins 
and enduring popularity of the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’, 
and reflected on the impact of music on the lives of 
former Foundlings and care-experienced individuals 
through different forms of art. 

The Mother & The Weaver: Art from the Ursula 
Hauser Collection, featuring artists including Louise 
Bourgeois, Marlene Dumas and Pipilotti Rist.

Finding Family: Explored the idea of family through 
visual art from the 17th century to the present day, 
curated in collaboration with the National Gallery 
and poetic responses from our trainees.

Tiny Traces: Black & Asian children at London’s 
Foundling Hospital: An exhibition drawing on our 
collaborative PhD student’s research, including 
artwork by Zarina Bhimji, Hew Locke, Kehinde 
Wiley.

Radical Empathy: Large-scale photographs by 
Akytom, inspired by the poetry of Yomi Sode.

Foundling Portraits: Six portraits of seven former 
pupils of the Foundling Hospital, made by artists 
Jillian Edelstein; Mahtab Hussain, Eileen Perrier, 

David Moore, Ingrid Pollard and Wolfgang Tillmans: 
the first commissioned portraits of any of the 
25,000+ children who went through the Hospital 
between 1741-1954.

Superheroes, Orphans & Origins: 125 years in 
Comics: The first exhibition to explore orphaned, 
adopted, fostered and found characters in comics 
from around the world.

Fighting Talk: One boy’s journey from 
abandonment to Trafalgar, an exhibition exploring 
the life of 18th-century foundling, George King, 
based on his previously unseen memoir.

Quentin Blake: Gifted: An exhibition of 24 
large-scale drawings donated by Blake, with 
commissioned responses from poets Opefoluwa 
Sarah Adegbite, 4 Brown Girls Who Write, Jackie 
Kay, Michael Rosen, Yomi Sode, and Ben Westwood.

The Covid Letters: A Vital Update: An exhibition by 
designer and DJ Sports Banger, curated by Jeremy 
Deller, featuring over 200 works made by children 
in lockdown.  

Creating a dialogue between the past and the present, to draw out the contemporary relevance of our 
historic story, is central to our exhibitions and collection displays. Recent examples include:

Superheroes, Orphans & Origins: 125 Years in Comics
Photo Wilkie Branson

Exhibitions & Displays





Grayson Perry, Foundling Blanket, 2026

Leading artists, musicians, writers and activists 
join the life of the Museum and create a project 
that animates the relationship between creativity, 
philanthropy and social action, particularly in 
relation to young people. Fellows include Jackie 
Kay, Quentin Blake, Grayson Perry, Cornelia Parker, 
Michael Morpurgo, Jacqueline Wilson, Sam Lee, 
Lemn Sissay, Jackie Kay, Lily Cole and Sports Banger.
 

Our Foundling Fellows are ambassadors for our 
work, the Foundling Fellowship is given biennially 
to three creative individuals whose work resonates 
with the visionary, creative philanthropy of Thomas 
Coram, William Hogarth and George Frideric 
Handel. Each of our Fellows creates a project that 
brings our historic story to life and contributes to 
the work of the Museum.
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